






TIMELINE OF THE ORGANIZATION

1967
The Old Guard was formed

Alumnus, P.B. Earle ‘01, noted 
the need for this group. Wilson 
Bell ‘34 and Buddy Russell ‘52 

created it. It’s believed J. Ambler 
Johnson wrote the first 

constitution of the organization.  

2017
The name expands

The Advisory Board expanded 
the name to the Old Guard 

Society of Golden Alumni; the 
addition was made to reinforce 

the organization was for all 
alumni, both civilian and cadet.

2020
Cornerstone Alumni

The university conducted focus 
groups to better understand the 

name confusion and how to 
increase awareness and 

engagement. A new name was 
realized for future classes to be 

inducted into at their 50th reunion.
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WHY   THE   CHANGE?



THE PROCESS



 Alumni almost unanimously disliked the “Golden Alumni” part of the  
name. While alumni sentiment was generally accepting of the name  
“Old Guard,” a few voices were stronger for or against it.

 Alumni shared ideas for how to raise awareness of the society, not only  
among older alumni, but starting even with prospective students.

 Across the focus groups, alumni expressed a hunger for deeper
engagement through involvement following their 50th reunion
anniversary



THE PROCESS



Excessive length, implies  
Corps of Cadets, lacks  

inclusivity

Unaided recall low by  
current alumni audience  

members

Beyond annual reunion,  
engagement must be more  

meaningful

O L D G U A R D S O C I E T Y O F G O L D E N A L UM N I
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• Honor the history and 

tradition

• Corps alumni to continue to 

be called Old Guard

• Recognition at Pass In 

Review 



Cadet
45%

Civilian
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Men
94%

Women
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1936-1969

Men
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Women
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Men
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Virginia
52%

North Carolina
7%

Florida
5%

Maryland
4%

Texas
3%

California
3%

Georgia
2%

South Carolina
2%

Pennsylvania
2%

Tennessee
2%

Other
18%

Current and Incoming Cornerstone Members





February 5th | Estate Planning Webinar

March 15th | Inside Athletics with Mike Burnop ‘73 & coaches

March 15th | Cornerstone Alumni Virtual Reunion Registration Opens

May 20th | Cornerstone Alumni Virtual Happy Hour

May 21st | Cornerstone Alumni Reunion – a virtual experience

Alumni Chapters | Get involved & help plan Cornerstone Alumni 

gatherings in your area; Upcoming focus groups

Homecoming Tailgate | Date TBD



reunion@vt.edu




